AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

THE following letter from RAMMOHTJN ROY himself first
appeared in the Athenaeum and in the Literary Gazette ;
from one or other of which it was copied into various
newspapers. It was written just before he went to France.
It was probably designed for some distinguished person who
had desired him to give an outline of his history ; and he
adopted this form for the purpose. The letter may be
considered as addressed to his friend Mr. GORDON, of Calcutta.

"Mr DEAR FRIEND,

"In conformity with the wish you have frequently expressed,
that I should give you an outline of my life, I have now
the pleasure to give you the following very brief sketch.

"My ancestors were Brahmina of a high order, and, from
time immemorial, were devoted to the religious duties of
their race, down to my fifth progenitor, who about one
hundred and forty years ago gave up spiritual exercises
for worldly pursuits and aggrandisement. His descendants
ever since have followed his example, and, according to
the usual fate of courtiers, with various success, sometimes
rising to honour and sometimes falling ; sometimes rich and
sometimes poor ; sometimes excelling in success, sometimes
miserable through disappointment. But my maternal ancestors,
being of the sacerdotal order by profession as well as by
birth, and of a family than which none holds a higher
rank in that profession, have up to the present day uniformly
adhered to a life of religious observances and devotion,
preferring peace and tranquillity of mind to the excitements
of ambition, and all the allurements of worldly grandeur.